


W F, DR. TCKKIS 111001t~, S ~ A J O R  LATVR~ ACE K O E ~ I G  A ~ D  I, took 
off from Eielsen Field, Alaska, in mid-morning on August 1, 

195 I ,  to take part ill a B - ~ y  "Ptaimigan" flight to Elles~rie~e Islaild 
and  fro111 thele i~oithwaitl to the ticiiiitv ok the geographic Pole. 
I had jurt come in fro111 the J~inedli Ice Fielcl in southeastern 
Alaska at the inkitation of Lt. Colonel Joseph O. Fle~cl-rer, Com- 
manding C)fficer of tlie 38th Str;~tegic Reconntlissantc Squadron, 
who hoped that I might piovide some "g1;rciological" interpreta- 
tions regarding sorrle huge flo,~ting ice features in the Arctic 
Ocean, which we hopeti to we on this flight. 

T h e  track of our flight follo.rved northwalci to the .ralle> of the 
Yukon l i i~ei- ,  in the vicinity ol Fol t Y~lko~l .  F I O ~  tlle~e, we flew 
over the eastern end of the little-known Brooks Range and headed 
out across broken and sporadic drift ice of the Beaufor t Sea. T h e  
weather was cle'lr, and we could sce that the waters of the -\retic 
Ocean, for a distance of fort! or f i f ~ y  rrriles 01% the mainland of 
Alaska, were fair]) free of floes. Tben, il>ing at an ele\,ttion of 
io,ooo feet, we were in anct out of clolld banks until, about loo 
miles off Cape Prince .llfretf, vision was con~lsletelj obsturetl. 

O u r  radar operator coi~ld pick up land ahead, so we knew we 
were on course. But it was disappointing rrot to obtain a com- 
l>letelj clcar kiew of this scldom-scelr coaat. .\lso, 1 % ~  were afraid 
that by the time we reached Peal) Channel, a hoped-for view of 
Ellesmerc Island to tlle ilortheast wot~ld likewise be obscured. As 
more than a month of cantiou, sc;rnning of weather reports had 
giver1 promise for this p;lr titular ti;ry, we llelcI to oui hopes. 

i'it Latitude 80 S., the pilot sxvur~g to a more rlortllelly course. 
About this ~ i i ne  on the hoti/on. one to t no  huntlted miles ahead, 
appeared a st;lrtling kie~v of blo~vri snoxr-ciested highlands, glis- 
tening t\ith glaciers. These xvere tile Challenge1 llou~itairrs and 
other lange> oi Elle\tneie 1\lauti. '2nd in ansiver to our highest 
euy)ectations, -\ce sarr it all rro-\v nnclcr a ~nagnificent cleal blue sky. 
\Ve were especi;tlly pleased because xie k1re.r~ ho.r\- tunusrtal such 
perlect xreather i\ in this rcgio~i. Ilelox\, the itrangel\ arid telraiil 
of Axel Fieibezg Islr~rrd shinmeled into tierv. I!'it!: both rn: c a m  
eras working, I was able to catch a recoitl of lattcl ice, deep blue 
rrtclt-water lake5 in d c p ~  c.i\iorl> or1 sc.xcxr,iI gl;tt icl>, arttl then the 
steep setlirnenta~) scarp tthich tielirnits the zoutllern edge of an 
ice-choked clla~ir~cl, S;tr-tselt 5cititttl. 
-- 

\ f t t  \ \RE) 'tl MII I i R ~ C I  .st fittscnt a 1 i~ll ir igt~t %tiii ,I .t i  \:i~tlr~nq ,inti ti.~ciung 
at tile icl~rtcti i i t  (,eoir,~gi'i~r, < ,irnbrliigt. 1 riginnif. I ie  ii,i\ tle\oictl rnttst of his 
tirnc tn Ictetir \ciir\ to irciic Rc~i'riri. ,  ( f  itis not( cm ji.tite 121  of thi% ~i ist le.  
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